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The SPEAKER took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-SEED POTATOES,
IMPORTATION.

Mr. GEORGE asked the Minister for
Lands: 1, Were the imported seed pota-
toes guaranteed sound and free from
disease before being shipped? 2, WVhen
were they dug before shipment? 3,
What would be the probable date of
planting had they been planted in the
old country? 4, On arrival and before
despatcli into any protected district,
were these potatoes examined and pro-
nounced to be sound and free from dis-
ease? 5, Hlow many tons were imported
and -what was the total cost delivered
c.i.f., Fremnatlc? 6, Have any com-
plaints been reeleved that the potatoes
were not sound and were diseased3 7,
If so, who were the complainants. and in
what district? S, If so, what was the
disease or diseases complained of? 9,
How long were the potatoes kept on
hand by the department before being
sent out,' i.e., what was shortest and what
the longest time they were stored before
despatch? 10, Were applicants for seed
potatoes supplied without discrimination
as to the soundness and quality of the
seed? 11, What was the average net
weight per case when despatehed to
rower? 12, What was the average net
weight of potatoes per ease planted by
growers? 13, What do the reports of
the potato inspectors disclose as to No.
12? 14. What was the average weight

and cost of fertiliser per acre allowed
by the Agricultural Department? 15,
Was the same weight and value of fer-
tiliser allowed to all applicants, or did
it vary according to the district at the
judgment of the department? 16, In
cases where planters provided the fer-
tilisex, did the department pay them for
same, and if so, was, it at per acre, or
the actual weight used and cost to the
grower? 17, How much did the depart-
ment pay as per No. 16? 18, 'What pre-
cautions were taken in transit within
Western Australia to protect the pota-
toes from being pilfered?1 19, Is it a fact
that the potatoes were sent out with
long sprouts on same, and in some in-
stanes with the young potatoes already
formed and attached to the parent pota-
to? 20, Is it a fact that, in some cases,
the potatoes were unpacked in the rail-
way sheds, the sprouts rubbed off and
left to rot in the railway premises? 21,
Unless the seed potatoes were abso-
lutely sound and free from disease,
would not 18, 19, and 20, if accurate,
tend to wholesale distribution of disease
throughout the State? 22, Is it now
considered that the seed potatoes -were
dug at a time which made them suitable
for plauting at the time they were
planted in Western Australia? 231, I n
case of failure of the crops, either par-
tinily or wholly, does the department
propose to compensate the growers,
whether straight out purchasers or
growers on shares?

The 'MINISTER FOR LANDS re-
plied: 1, Yes, the British Board of Ag-
riculture certified that the tubers were
apparently' free from Irish blight and
warty disease, and were obtained from
localities recently and reasonably be-
lieved to be free from Irish blight. 2,
Most probably during September and
October. 3, At any time between the
middle of Mfarch and end of May. 4, Yes,
they were examined and certified free
from disease by Dr. Stoward. 5, There
was imported 165 tons; the total cost. of
same delivered c~if., Fremantle, amount-
ed to the sum of £2,430 16s. lid. 6, Yes.
7, Only in one case was a complaint
(prior to planting) reeeived-W. J.
Galloway, Mulikup. 8, 'No disease; only
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discolouration. 9, The second shipment
arrived on 5th April. The first consign-
ment was despatched from North Fre-
mantle sheds on 13th April, being seven
days after the arrival of the boat. The
last consignment on 14th June1 being
69 days after the arrival of the boat.
The consignment of 200 cases on the
14th June was kept back by the request
of the grower; all others were dis-
patched between 13th April and 31st
May, being 56 days after the arrival of
the boat. 10, No, the potatoes were
sound and quality good. 11, The average
net weight per case was taken to be 1
cwt. when despatched to growers. 12,
With very few exceptions 100 to 112
lbs. 13, No records were kept. 14, 31/
cwt., at a cost of £l11us. 6d. 15, No,
some of the growers -were allowed to use
manure that they had on hand. 10, In
cases where the manure was found by
growers, the department paid for half
the same, and was charged per cwt. and
not per acre. The total amount paid
out was £48 10s. Sd. 17, See No. 16.
18, Every precaution was taken, the
seed being packed in secure cases, and in
some instances large lots in covered
sealed trucks. 19, Yes, the growers were
instructed, if they were planting at once,
to remove all except one of the shortest
and strongest. If they intended to delay
planting, then to remove the whole of
them, and place in trays with rose end
uip in plenty of light and ventilation,
in order that they might sprout again
before planting. 20, No. No packing
took place at Railway sheds to the
knowledge of this department. The only
unpacking that -was done -was at the
time the examination took place prior to
the potatoes being sent to the growers,
at the North Fremantle stores shed. All
sprouts and rubbish were removed by
the stores people. 21, Seed being sound
and free from disease, no distribution
of disease could take place. 22, Yes.
The second consignment, however, was
somewhat late owing to unavoidable cir-
cumstances in England. 23, No. In
many cases where partial failures have
taken place they have been brought
about by growers stating, prior to re-
ceiving the seed, that their districts were

free from frost, and also to the fact
that they would not carry out the de-
partmiental instructions.

QUESTION-FREMIANTLE DOCK.
1Mr. CARPENTER asked the M1inis-

ter for Works: In view of the abandon-
ment of the graving dock at Fremantle,
what other steps do the Government
propose to provide dock accommodation
for the shipping of the State?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: The matter is under consideration.

BILL-S8TATE HOTELS.
Re port stage,

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan)
moved-

That the report of the Committee be
adopted.
1Ur. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-

Narrogin) :The West Australian Alli-
ance, which leads the van of the tem per-
ance movement in this State, has given
consideration to the Bill, and has
asked to be allowed to let members
of this House and another place
know what its views are. On be-
half of the alliance and of myself I
would like to place those views before
members, The alliance has given and
con tinues to give great support to the
present Government, but it is not wholly
in accord with this measure. The state-
nment I have is signed by the Rev. Q.
Tregear, President of the alliance, and is
an official one from that body.

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think it
will be perniisrible on my part to allow
the hon. member to read a statement at
this stage of the Bill, but if the views
embodied in the statement are his own
he may express them.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The views
contained in the statement are my own
as a member of the alliance and are also
those of the whole body. The alliance is
of opinion that. apart from the principle
upon which all objections to the trade
are based--.

Mr. DOOLEY: On a point of order. I
notice that the hon. member is reading
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what is practically a statement as an ex-
pression of opinion coming from himself,
and I ask whether he is in order in doing
SO.

Mr. SPEAKER:- I have already ex-
pressed my 'opinion. The hon. member
is not in order in reading a statement Of
an outside body. He may express his
own opinion and may refer to the state-
ment, but he must not read any state-
ment coming from an outside body.

Air. Dooley: Is the bon. member en-
titled to read his opinions to the Housel

Mr. SPEARER: It is not permissible
for any member to read a written speech,
the objection being that the speech would
not be his own,, hut an hon. member may
always ref resh his mind from notes. If
the hon. member pursues that course I
will take no objection, hut he must not
read a statement as coming from an out-
side body.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Apart from
the principle upon which all objections
to the trade are based, I and the alliance
object most strenuously to the establish-
ment of any hotels as a violation of the
wishes of the people as expressed in the
vote of the 26th April, 1010, with regard
to any increase. The alliance has not
chainged its opinion as to the unfairness
of the present Licensing Act.

Mr. DOOLEY: I again rise to a point
of order. The bon. member is using the
name of another body on whose behalf
lie wishes to read a statement to which
you, Sir, have objected. He is practic-
ally reading that statement as is proved
by the very phraseology in which the hon.
member expresses himself.

Air. SPEAKER: The hon. member
for Williems-'Narrogin knows what he
can only do in such circumstances. I
cannot close my eyes to the fact that he
is reading from the paper in his hand.
It is impossible for me to do otherwise,
although I wish to allow him a-; much
latitude as possible. But the hon. mem-
.her may express his own views and in.-
cidentally say that those are the views of
the alliance.

MAr. E. B. JOHENSTON: Well, I will
continue.

Mr. SPEAKER: I cannot allow the
hon. member to read that statement. My
attention has been called to it too often
and I cannot shut my eyes to the fact that
he is reading.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I have not
changed my opinion as to the unfairness
of the present Act. Still it is the law,
and its, provisions ought to be honoured
until the Act is repealed. I object also,
because the onus of protest and the
trouble of collecting signatures of pro-
test is thrown upon the temperance peo-
ple of the community. They do not
benefit in any way by the business, and
it is an uinfair burden to place upon them
to pay the expenses of a campaign
against what is an admited evil. Let the
State, which will benefit by the establish-
ment of new State hotels, accept the onus,
as at present, of obtaining signatures in
favour of opening an hotel. I object to
the proposed legislation-

Mr. Foley: Is the boa. member in
order in reading his speec ' 

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is
doing his best in most trying circurn-
stances- I think -we may allow him to
continue as he is doing his best.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I object to
the proposed legislation because, the vote
referred to in April last distinctly showed
that the people want no increase in the
number of licenses; but in the proposed
measure the Glovernment have appar-
ently reversed that position and ignored
the vote on the first question that was
submitted to the people at that time. The
second question, asking whether the peo-
ple were in favour of State-owned hotels,
was entirely subsidiary to the first ques-
tion and the reply to it was overwhelm-
ingly Yes, but the people have not yet
stated through a local option poll that
they require any more hotels. It is to be
hoped that the State will not press its
wares upon the people, nor place the
electors under the old bondage of having
to oppose licenses. While we recognise
and appreciate the democratic principle
of a simple majority controlling the situ-
ation, I would point out the almost im-
possible task of ever obtaining a ma-
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jority in any community in the large
centres, particularly in places like Perth,
where 1I am sure the people will never
take the trouble, within three miles from
the proposed site, of signing a petition
against a new hotel, although they may
not desire it. The W.A. Alliance objects
to it.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Alr. E. B. JOHNSTON: J object. I
am a member of the WV.A. Alliance and
I object to the nominated licensing
beces, but I consider that while they
are in existence they ought to be re-
spected, and that the Government ought
to apply through their managers for li-
censes in the. ordinary way. Licensing
benches as they are constituted appear
to me to he the second line of defence
against the establishment of State hotels,
and their powers ought at this juncture
to be carefully safeguarded. I note with
p)rofound satisfaction, and the members
of the WV.A. Alliance share my satisfac-
tion on this occasion, the assurance of
the Premier concerning the exclusion of
barmnaids from all State hotels, and that
all such hotels are to be brought under
the pr~ov1ions of the local option legis-
lation. I would] like to say that through-
out Western Australia the temperance
people, many of whom are members of
the W.A. Alliance, have waited with comn-
mnendable patience for the introduction
of the new comprehensive legislation on
the licensing question, and temperance
people generally are deighted with the
Premier's assurance that this will be
placed hefore Parliament at an early
date. [ would like to add that -with the
whole of the views to 'which I have just
given expression the members of the:
W.A. Alliance are most heartily in ac-
cord. On their behalf and my own I
object to any new State hotel or any new
private hotel being erected in any dis-
trict except with the consent of the
people of that district expressed through
a1 local option poll.

-Question put and passed; the report
adopted.

BILL-.IETHODIST 'CHURCH PRO-
PERTY TRUST.

Council's A meadm outs.

Schedule of three amendments made by
the Legislative Council now considered.

Ila Committee.
M1r. ilolman iii the Chair, the Attorney

General in charge of the Bill.
No. 1, ClaLse 2.-ii the definition of

"legal proceedings" before the word
"lexaminer" insert "Commissioner or":

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
amendments made by the Council were to
bring the Bill into line with the Transfer
of Land Act. He moved-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question passed; the Council's amend-

ment agreed to.
No. 2, Clause 12.-Add the following

proviso :-"Provided also that notwith-
standing anything in 'The Transfer of
Land Act, 1893,' or any amendment there-
of contained, the Registrar shall niot he
hound to see or inquire whether any deal-
ing with land under this clause is in ac-
cordane with or contrary to or be affected
by any notice express or implied that such
dealing is not in accordance with or con-
trary to the trusts upon which such land
is held by the trustees":-

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Transfer of Land Act took no recogni-
tion of trusts. In order that there should
be no invalidity in regard to this trust,
the Council had made this provision. He
moved-

That the amendment be agreed to.
Question passed; the Council's amend-

ment agreed to.
No. 3-agreed to.
Resolutions repoted, the report adop-

ted and a Mlessage accordingly returned
to the Legislative Council.

BILLr-TR AMWAYS PURCHASE.
Bill returned from the Legisla tire

Council requesting two amendments 14)
be made.

BTIL-HEALTH ACT AMENDMENT.
Council's Amendment.

Amendment made by the Legislative
Council now considered.
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In Committee.
.1r. Holman in the Chair, Hon. W. C.

Angwin (Honorary Minister) in charge
of the Bill.

Clause 2.-Strike out the words "detail
plan," in line four, and add the following
proviso:-"Provided that sun print or
tracing of any such plan or block plan
shall be deemed to be a duplicate for the
purposes of this subsection":

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN moved-
That the amendment be agreed to.

This merely Provided that a set of pro-
perly drawn plans having been prepared,
a tracing or sun print be taken for the
purpose of supplying the Commissioner
of Health with a copy.

Question passed; the Council's amend-
ment agreed to.

Resolution reported; the report adop-
ted and a 'Message accordingly returned
to the Legislative Council.

BILL-NEBRIATES.

Second Reading.

flehate resumed from the 5th Septemn-
ber.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex) : I
have been looking through the speech of
the Attorney General in connection with
this measurea and 1 have also read the
Bill through. I congratulate that bon.
gentleman on his veryv scientific and
learned introduction of the measure. I
confess I cannot quite follow all the ex-
planations that he included in his re-
marks as to the effects of intoxicating
liquors on individuals. I am not convers-
ant, nor have I sufficient knowledge, to
State what action, for instance, alcoholic
liquors have on the nerve centres, but I
have seen sufficient in my sojourn in
this world to have observed thoroughly
the harmful and baneful effects of drink-
ing to excess. and I think we all agree
that, when a man does overstep the mark,
in 99 cases out of 100, he is no longer
capable of controlling himself, and as a
matter of fact he is hardly responsible
in many instances for his actions when
under the control of intoxicating liquors.
But how far the State should go in the
direction of providing asylums for such

people, that is, those who are habitual
drunkards, is a matter for very careful
consideration. 1, for one, welcome the
idea that we should establish a home or
homes uinder this measure. I am afraid
the Attorney General has nol, perhaps,
gone very closely into what it is going
to cost the State, if he is going to give
all the facilities for the treatment of in-
ehriates which he announced in his in-
troduction of this Bill. The cost, of
course, must be taken into account some-
wvhat, and notwithstanding we all agree
that we like to see homes of this
description throughout the State, within
reasonable distance, for the benefit of the
people who may be unfortunate to be
under this terrible disease, as the Attorney
General called it, yet wve must also take
the cost of the establishment of !the
homes into consideration. Naturally the
reply is that if we can. save a small per-
centage of those throwing away their
lives and opportunities, through excess
in this direction, we are getting a good
return for the money expended. I admit
that is so. If we can have satisfactory re-
stilts from our homes, we are doing somue-
thing that will give a direct return to
the State commensurate with any expendi-
ture we may be put to. The Attorney
General's argumnent as to the contam-
ination of children having parents liable
to this disease appeals to everyone of us,
and certainly we know full well our crime
calendar is tilled with charges that are
the result of drinking to excess. There-
fore, we may look forward not only to
returning those who are placed in the
care of those homes to their family
circles, perhaps in sound mind and in ful
possession of their will power sufficient
to enable them to keep away from the
poisonous beverages, to them, in the
future, but we may look forward to
having, year by year, a better generation
produced in our country, better children,
stronger and healthier and uncontam-
inated with the poison which perhaps
has killed the parents of some of our
children in the past through this terrible
disease of insobriety. The suggestion to
provide special accommodation in our
prisons is a matter that will have to be
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very carefully considered also. I do not
know how far exactly we should go in the
way of making our prison accommodation
too comfortable for those incarcerated
through drunkenness. We may overstep
the mark in this direction. Although in
accord with the Attorney General we
ought to take every precaution to prevent
fatal results when drunkards are locked
up in our cells, yet I do not know that
we ought to make it quite equal to the
homes, and let them look forward to
spending a night in the cells because of
the special facilities for their comfort
provided there. We may go too far in
that direction. At the same time, I ad-
mit that the Attorney General's plea that
those taken from our streets and con-
fined in the police cells, should be sofl-
tietitly well cured for to prevent any
possibility of fatal or injurious results
through their incarceration, appeals to
mne very strongly. In that direction I
think some improvement could be made.
Certainly the cells ought 'to be properly
warmed; there is no question about it.
'Chat ought to apply, not only to those
locked uip through drunkenness, h.ut to all
prisoners. "Yo prisoner should be al-
lowed to occupy a cell which would he
injurious to him on account of chills
or excessive cold or dampness or other
deleterious arrangements. The idea, I
suppose, of this Bill is that we should
cure and prevent, as far as possible, and
that being so, I am quite in accord with
the intention expressed therein. I am
glad there is one 'thing in the Bill which
is very clearly set forth, that is to safe-
guard against wrongful coinmittments.
I notice, under Clause .6, that we take
every precaution in this direction. The
Attorney General has provided in the
draft that an application made to a judge
or to the magistrate on behalf of those
who arc interested in the inebriate can be
held and if it is proved to his satis-
faction that the person in -respect of
whom application is made is an inebriate
tinder the Act, he can order him to he
sent to one of these homes for a periodl
not exceeding twelve months. But there
is a provison with which I thoroughlyv
agree, and whicb is put in here, and that

is that this order cannot be made except-
ing it is accompanied by a certificate of a
thoroughly qualified medical practitioner,
and some corroborative evidence that the
person or persons are inebriates. An-
other wise provision I commend in the
measure is that the magistrate or judge
may have a personal inspection of the
person on behalf of whom application is
made. He can have the individual
brought before him, and not only inquire
into the case and take evidence, but also
from his personal observation, judge as
to the necessity of placing that individual
under con trol. Wec do not want to have
these homes places where anyone can
commit a person to. This is strongly
against the attitude of the Premier in
connection with the State Hotels Bill,
in which he wants the State hotel man-
agers to have all the powers of a magis-
trate to put a person on the prohibited
list. Here we have a precaution that the
freedom of the individual shall not be
interfered with, unless there is ample
proof from all concerned, in addition to
scientific proof of a medical man, that
the person it is proposed to commit to
the home is a subject of inebriety, and
an inebriate under the definition of the
Bill. I shall look forward with a great
deal of interest to see the provision that
may be made on the forthcoming Esti-
mates for the establishment of these
homnes, at least one home as a commence-
ment. I suppose that was the idea of
the Minister.

Mr. O'Loghlen: One should be suffi-
cient for a start.

Hon. FRANK WILS ON: Ye;, I think
SO. I shall look forward with even
greater interest to the -working of that
home when it is established. All I can
say is that it will be a great satisfac-
tion to every member of the Chamber
when the home is opened, and when
we see the beneficial results which ought
to accrue from its operations, and which,
I think, we may safely expect will
accrue, judging by the experience of
similar institutions in other portions of
the Commonwealth and elsewhere. I
know many estimable men who have vol-
untarily placed themselves in the charge
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of an institution of this description, and]
by that means have overcome the in-
tense craving for intoxicating liquors
whvich has been surely dragging them
down. I hare pleasure in supporting the
second reading.

Question putt and passed.
Bill read a second time.

Message.
Message from the Governor received

And read recommending the Bill,

In Committee.
,%r. Holman in the Chair, the Attor-

ney General in charge of the Bit.
Clauses 1 to 5-agreed to.
Clause 6-Power of a judge or magis-

trate to make an order as to control of
inebriates:

Mr. GEORGE: The proviso to the
clause stated that no such order could
be made except on the certificate of a
legally qualified medical practitioner. In
his opinion there should be forthcoming
certificates from two medical practi-
tioners. We should take every possibe
safeguard against making mistakes i
respect to these orders.

The ATTORNEY GENERAkL: The
desire was to mnake it easy to get an
inebriate to the place where he might
be cured. An inebriate might on occa-
sion 'desire to be cured but, generally
speaking, there wvould be always diffi-
eulty about getting inebriates to these
homes for treatment. There was no dan-
ger, because such an institution was not a
prison, and residence in the institution
-was not intended to be considered a1s
inflicting ostracism upon the individnal.
Just so soon as a patient showed indi-
cation of being eared, he would be at
liberty to leave the institution. As a
matter of fact, it was his (the Attorney
General's) intention to move an amend-
meat in the proviso which would allow
the medical practitioner to certify merely
that, in his opinion, the subject of the
'certificate was an inebriate. The reason
for this was that it would be difficult
for a doctor to declare that a patient
whom he had been called in to treat,
perhaps, once or twice, was an inebriate,

[60]

which implied that the patient had suf-
fered from the disease for a long time.

Mr, GEORGE: Without entertaining
any intention whatever of opposing the
Bill, he could not but think that when
it was proposed to interfere wvitb a man's
liberty we should be vecry careful as to
the steps we took. t'ider the clause it
would be possible to bring a man before
a magistrate on the certificate of only
one doctor. Could any harm be wrought
by providing that two doctors should
agree in the opinion that the man was
an inebriate?

Mr. Heitmann: In many places in
Western Australia it would be difficult
to procure two medical men.

Mr. GEORGE: Again he voiced his
protest because he objected to interfer-
ence with the liberty of the subject.
Once a man was put into an inebriate
home, he and his family would have the
ban of ostracism placed upon them in
a greater or less degree.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
difficulty of obtaining the opinion of
two doctors would he insuperable in
some parts of the State, and on that
ground he opposed the suggestion. He
moved an amendment-

That in line 2 of paragraph i. of
the proviso after "~that"; the words "in
his opinion" be inserted.
Amendment passed, the clause as

amended agreed to.
Clauses 7 to 11-agreed to.
Clause 12-Release on license7:
Hon. FRANK WILSON: Some words

appeared to have been omitted from Sub-
clause 3. He moved an amendment-

That before "any" in line 3 of Sub-
clause 3, the wvords "a breach o9f" be
inserted.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Those

words should have been included by the
draftsman.

Amendment passed, the clause as
amended agreed to.

Clause 13-agreed to.
Clause 14-Penalty for supplying in-

ebriate with liquor:
Mr. GEORGE: How would anyone

know that a man was the subject of an
order? Inebriates would not carry a
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brand. The penalty should be for know-
ingly supplying an inebriate with liquor.

The Attorney General: The inebriate
would be undergoing treatment when
this clause would operate.

Mr. GEORGE: The man might be out
on license.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Under
this clause tihe inebriate was a man under
an order. The moment be was out on
license there was a suspension of the
order.

Mr. Nanson: The license itself canl be
a form of order.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It was
not. Only one order was referred to and
that was the order of the judge or magi-
strate committing the inebriate to an in-
stitution.

Air. Dwyer: It is the same as supplying
prisoners.i*

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Quite
so. The object of the clause was to pre-
vent anyone from going into the institui-
tion and supplying inebriates with intoxi-
cants in the sme way that some people
went to the gaols and supplied prisoners
with tobacco and other things. Once an
inebriate was out on license, he was not
under the order.

Mr. FOLEY: After the Government
went to the trouble of trying to do some
good for inebriates, the State should be
safeguarded by imposing a more sub-
stantial penalty upon anyone who sup-
plied liquor to an inebriate because it
would be done knowingly. He moved an
amendment-

That the word "twenty" after "pen-
alty" be struck out and the word "fifty"
inserted in lieut.
Mr. GEORGE: Regarding the point he

had raised, provision was made tinder
Clause 11 that when an inebriate was
subject to an order the judge could make
an order dealing with his property.
Clause 12 enabled the Governor to release
an inebriate onl license, but there was no
provision that the man might resume conl-
trot of his property. Assuming that lie
did net, and that the conditions of the
order were fulfilled, Clause 14 provided
a penalty for any person supplying an
inebriate with liquor. While a man was

tinder control, he would agree to the
penalty for supplying liquor being fixed
at £50, or- even imiprisonment wvith a
flogging, It seemed to him if it personi
was alloted out onl liense someone might
unwittingfly give himi a drink and s,>
render himself liable to thIiis pen allyv.

Tile Attorney General: No; if he is not
in thle institution lie is nlot tinder anl order
of the court. Subelause 1 of Clause 6
defines what this order of the court is.

Mr. GEORGE: The clause carried a
contradiction of what the Attorney Gein-
eral said. The Governor's license did
away wvith the effect of the order, and the
mail wvas no longer anl inebriate.

Mr. NANSON: The Attorney General
"'as arguing onl the assumption that there
was oniy one form of order committing
a manl to anl inebriates' institution; if tbar.
were so, there would be some force in his
contention that the particular order was
suspended by the issue of a license,
although even then it would be perfectly
arguable that the order was still in exist-
ence for many purposes. It was found
in the Bill that there were a variety of
orders.

The CHAIRMAN: All this discussion
w-as informal, and it might be advisable
for the member for Leonora to withdraw
his amendment for the time being, other-
wise the discussion would have to be
stopped.

M.r. FOLEY: By permission of thle
House he would withdraw his amendment
and move it at a later stage.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Mr. NANSON: The Bill contemplated
quite a variety of orders. In Clause 9 it
was provided that a magistrate making
an order with respect to an inebriate may
give such directions as he thought fit as
to the control of the inebriate, and may
vary, renew or rescind any order or direc-
tion made by him. There might be cases
in which it was not necessary to confine
an inebriate in an institution, and the
relatives would take care of him, and the
magistrate would make an order in
accordance with the wishes of that in-
ebriate's relatives. Then a judge could
make an order with regard to the pro-
perty..and if the contention of the
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Attorney General was good that an order
mnight be suspended upon issue of a
license, then immediately an inebriate
went out under license the order made as
regards the property of that inebriate
would become inoperative, because the
clause with which we were dealing did
not specify some particular order uinder
the measure. The Attorney General would
be wise to give further consideration to
the matter by postponing the further
consideration of the clause, so that steps
might be taken to introduce some safe-
guard against the punishment of a person
who innocently supplied liquor to an in-
ebriate who might be at large.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
could be no question whatever about the
order referred to. In Clause 6 it was
provided that it would be lawful for a
judge or a magistrate on the application
of an inebriate or any person authorised,
or the husband or wife or parent, or a
mnember of the police force, etc., and oin
proof that the person in respect of whom
the application was made was an inebri-
ate, the judge or magistrate could order
the inebriate to be placed in an institu-
Lion for a period not exceeding twelve
month;, as may be mentioned in the order.
That was an order which was referred to
in Clause 14.

Air. Nanson: Would it not be as well to
add to the clause some reference to the
order under Clause 6

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Where
it was proved to the satisfaction of a
judge that an inebriate, the subject of that
order, was incapable of managing his.
affairs, then there could be an order as to
(the treatment of his property, but in no
instance where other orders were men-
tioned was the 'first order omitted; that
-was always preserved. Any amount of
orders could be made in addition, but
the one order was that which placed the
iuebriate under control. In Clause 11
there was a reference to "the subject of
an order" regarding whom further orders
might be made. Clause 14 repeated
wba was said in Clause 11 about the
subject of an order, and in Clause 14
there was the same meaning as in Clause
31 and in Clause 6. Regadrding- the point

raised by the members for Murrny-
Wellington and Greenough as to
license, that was altogether outside the
issue, because a license was the suspension
of the operation of the law. If he gave
a stranger a license' to go on his property
lie was virtually suspending all the laws
against trespassers; it was withholding
the operations of the law for the timue
being; that was what a license was. When
a man was under license he was not under
the order, and die order for the time
being was suspended.

Mr. George: Suppose hie has escaped
and you give hiru a drink?

The ATTOR-NEY GENERAL: Tha
the man would not be under the order.

Mlr. George: But he is not under eon-
t rol.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That
was, not an instance which had been pro-
vided for in this or any other law; this
clause presumed that we knew that the
man was immune from being supplied
with liquor.

Hon. H. B. L EFROY: It must he re-
membered that there was a penalty at-
tached to the clause, and it would be for
the court to decide whether the penalty
should be applied. The position might
be clear to the Attorney General but it
might not be clear to the court. When a
man was summonsed for having comn-
mitted a breach of the Act the court
would hare to say whether the inebriate
was under an order or not. The position
of a maii who had a license granted to
him under Clause 12 was really that oF
a man who was, released on ticket of
kare. His sentence had not expired, the
order was still in existence, but he was
given a license to go out. He might be
taken, back at any time if he misbehaved
himself. It should be made perfectly
clear what order was referred to in the
clause.

The Attorney General: In every in-
stance it is an order under this Bill, an
order under Clause 6.

Hon- H. BF. LEFROY: It would be well
for the Attorney General to state in the
clause that the reference was to an order
under Clause 6, because provision was
made for another order under Clause 9.

IfiB9
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An endeavour sho0uld be made to make
the meaning of Acts of Parliament as
clear as possible, but the drafting of this
,clause seemed to offer a fine field for the
legal fraternity.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the
suggested alteration was miade, the Bill
would have to be recommitted so that the
amendment could be repeated in every
instance where an order was referred to.
It was, absolutely Unnecessary to put in
any other words. Whenever an order was
referred to it was ain order under this
measure, -and wheni anybody -was subjec~t
to an order under this measure the refer-
ence was to Clause 6.

Mr. NANS ON: It was difficult to
understand wvhat possible objection there
could be to inserting the word "know-
ingly.")

The Attorney General: I have no ob-
jection. More it,

Mrt. NANSON: if a person brought
liquor into an institution and gave it to
an inebriate, the presence of the word
"knowingly" in the Act would not make
a conviction more difficuilt.

The Attorney General: I will insert it.
but T think it is unnecessary.

'Art NANSON moved an amendment-
That after 'n,ho," in line 1, the word

"knowingfly') be inserted.
Mr. DWYER: If the amendment was

carried it would mean that in any prose-
cution under this section the prosecutor
would have to prove in every instance
knowledge on the part of the person -who
supplied the drink. The very fact of a
person supplying drink to a patient in an
inebriate retreat signified knowledge, and
why should the prosecution be put to the
difficulty and trouble of proving guilty
knowledge? The onus should be on the
person who supplied the liquor to show
that he did it unknowingly.

Mr. NANSON: It was inconceivable
that if a person went to an inebriate asy-
lum and gave a glass of whisky to a
patient he couild urge that he did not do
it knowingly. If there was anything in
Ihe point raised by Mr. Dwyer, the diffi-
culty could be overcome by placing the'
burden of proving innocence on the party
who supplied the liquor. It was qu~ite

possible for a person to be an innoent
-vehicle for getting liquior into an institu-
tion. If, for instance, a relative desired
to send a large cake to a patient, and
some guilty person were to insert in. the
cake a receptacle containing alcohol, the
persoin who supplied 11e cake wouild be
perfectly innocent as to its contents and
could not he said to hare knowingly sup-
plied liquor to an inebriate. Hle had no
desire to make it difficult to secure a eon-
viclioji, and if it wvas thought that the
amendnient had that effect lie would not
object to myaking- it obligatory Onl the
person charged with supplying liquor to
prove his innocence.

'Mr. I)WYER; No person would be
convicted unless gujilty intent was proved,
but if the word "knowingly" -was in-
serted the bnarden of proving guilty in-
tent "'as placed on the prosecutorn, where-
as if the clause was left in its preet
form the onus of proving that there was
no guilty intent rested on the person.
charged.

Amendment put and negatived.

On motion by 11r. GEORGE clause
amended by inserting after "being," in
line one, the wo-rds "the inmate of an in-
stitution, and."

Mr. FOLEY moved a further amend-
m en t-

That in linze four the word "twenty"
be struck out and "fifty" inserted in
lieu.

Siting suspended from 6.15 to 7,30 p.m.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
amendment should not be pressed. A
penalty of £50 would he too high for a
fir-st offence when the person coninittiig
the offence might have no idea as to the
gravity of his action. Inserting a high
penalty had a tendency to bring a mea-
sure such as this into ridicule.

Amendment pitt and negatived.

Mr. FOLEY moved a further amend-
men t-

That the following be added at the
end of the clause :-"- For the first
offence, and fifty pounds for any sub-
sequent off ence."1
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There was a parallel between the offence
mentioned in the clause and conveying
luxuries to prisoners, hut in the case of
inebriates, persons were in an institution
to be cured.

Mr, O'LOGHLEN:- The amendment
was superfluous. The provision fixing the
penalty for the first offence was snfficient.
it could be taken for granted that an
offence under this clause would not be re-
peated. The member for Greenough had
referred to persons sending into these in-
stitutions cake containing liquor; but it
-was iuderstood that in the course of treat-
mnen t for t he pa tients, the food the patien ts
had was so saturated with liquor us to give
them an aversion to the taste of liquor.
The Attorney General deserved credit for
his efforts in trying to reform people
afflicted with this disease; but when the
Bill was adopted, we should call these in-
stitutions hospitals, and then there -would
be no spirit of degradation manifested
by the unfortunate people who had to seek
shelter in them.

Mr. U:NDERWNOOD: A man who would
repeat an offence under this clause could
not be in his right mind, and instead. of
being fined should be sent to the Clare-
mont Hospital for the Insane.

Mr. LANDER: The penalty provided
should not be the maximium. Mragistrates
were too cowardly to inflict heavy penal-
ties, and the usual fine inflicted was a
few shillings. -Magistrates should not have
power to vary the penalty. The penalty
should be fixed.

Mr. FOLEY: Judging by the remarks
of the members for Forrest and Pilbara,
those hon. members should support his
amendment. The clause stated, "tExcept
in the course of treatment in an institu-
tion." That would allow for all the
alcohol thjose persons should have, and
the judge of what was good for them
should be. of course, a medical man, and
not the relatives of the patient. In his
opinion there was no penalty too harsh
for the second offence.

Amendment lint and a division taken
with the following result:

Ayes .r . .14

Noes .- . .. 23

Majority against .. 9

IMr. Allen
Mr. Bath
Mr. Carpenter
Mr. Dwyer
Mr. Foley
Mr. Gardiner
Mt. George

Mr. Angwia
Mr. Brows
Mr. Collier
Mr. Dooley
Mr. Gill
M r. Harper
Mr, Heltmano
Mr. Lefroy
Mr. Lewis
Mr. Male
M r. McDowell
Mr. Moore

Area.

Mr. Hudson
pMr. Johnson

Mr. Lander
M.lr. 'McDonald
Mr. Taylor
Mr. A. A. Wilson
Mr. Johnston

Mr. 0'Loghlen
Mr. A. N. Plebse
Mr. Scaddan
Mr. B3. J. Stubbs
Mr. Swan
Mr. Thomas
Mr. Underwood
Mr. Walker
Mr. V. Wilson
Mr, WiSdom
Mr. Layman

(Teller).

Amendment thus negatived.
Clause, as previonsly amiended, put and

passed.
Clauses 15 to 20-ag-reed to.
Title--agreed to.
Bill reported with amendments.

BILr-FREMANTLE HARBOUR
TRUST AMENDMENT.

Second Recidig.

H-on. W. C. ANOWVIN (Honorary
Minister) in moving the second reading
said: In introducing this amending Bill.
I might point out that the parent Act
gives power to the Harbour Trust Com-
missioners to employ labourers to carry
out the business of wharfingers, and see-
inig that the operations on the lpnrt of
the Harbour Trust ill tlle past hare been
such a success. this Bill will give them
powver to extend those operations if a
requlest be made by slhipowners.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Only if a re-
quest be -made?

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (Honorary
Minister) : Yes. The Harbour Trust
first got power in 1904 to act as whar-
fingers. That, I believe, was brought
about by the action of the merchants,
who realised that the placing of this
work in the hands of the Harbour Trust
Commissioners would be beneficial to
them. Th-om that time to the present
Fremantle has enjoyed the name of
being one of the most progressive ports
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of the Commonwealth, and one in which
cargo is bandied with as little loss to
the merchants and just as expeditiously
as is to- be found in any other port in
any part of the world. The objec-tion
might be taken that the Harbour Trust's
intention "'as to take part in stevedor-
ing work in Fremantle harbour; but as
the result of the introduction of the
State as a steamship owner, it has been
thought advisable that the Harbour
Trust Commissoners should tarry out
the work of loading- and unload-
ing the ships. That has been done
satisfactorily up to date, although
the Harbour Trust has rea~y no legal
power to carry out those duties. This
being so, the Bill gives power to the
Harbour Trust to carry out the work
on behalf of the Government. And not
only that, but if members will refer to
the clause dealing with this question,
they will find also that loading and un-
loading of vessels may be carried out at
the request of thle owners or agents
thereof. There is also a clause provid-
ing that it shall not be considered that
the work of stevedoring in connection
with the Fremantle harbour shall he a
monopoly to the Harbour Trust. Pro-
vision is made with a v'iew of pointing
out clearly that, if so desired by any
owner or agent. the work can be done
by any private individual who is pre-
pared to do it. There is not the least
doubt that this wvill be an advantage, not
only to the merchants, but also to the
people generally of the State. If the
Harbour Trust require the power, in
case they desire to use it, of loading
or unloading vessels, the satisfaction
which has been given during the years
they have acted as wliarfingers is sumf.
c'ient warrant for complying with their
request- In regard to the working of
vessels, there is no doubt that, as far
as the Harbour Trulst Commissioners are
concerned, they have a competent staff,
and in many instances will be better
able, shall I say, to carry out the duties
than would private individuals. In the
first place, the Harbour Trust Coummis-
sioners provide a good deal of the mach-
inery for the working of cargo. That
has been necessary owing to the fact

that they are e!1ij owered uinder the ex-
isting Art to work us wharfingers, and
because the sheds, arc tinder their con-
trol. All the cranes and other machinery
which are used for Linloading vessels are
the property of the Harbour Trust. This
beig so, lion, members will agree that,
if any owner11 or agent desire the Har-
hour Trust to work any vessels, the Har-
bour Trust should have the power to
comply with the request. As .1 have
stated, if any owner Or aigent tieSireS
any private person or company to do
the stevedoring work in connection with
the handling of cargo, the Bill does not
prevent that desire being- carried out.
Seeing that this is so, I consider the
request of the Harbour Trust is one
which I can conscientiously ask lion.
members to agree to. At the same time
I would draw palrticular attention to the
proviso in regard to the handling of
cargo, because this is a question which
has already been debated in some quar-
ters. It is necessary' to point out clearly
to those engaged in stevedoring work
to-day that there is no intention to con-
vert the powers embodied in the Bill
into a monopoly. Then the Bill goes on
to provide for making1 new regulations.
The provisions of Clause 3 have been
under consideration for some consider-
able time. 'Most memnbers arc awvare that
there are certain hours named as ordim-
ary working hours in connection with
the business of handling cargo. I believe
the ordinary hours, as far as the port
of Freniantle is concerned, are between
8 a.m. and 5 p.m., but the shipowners,
for their own convenience, and not for
the convenience of the merchants or
traders of Western Australia, desire in
many instances to work their ships out-
side the ordinary working hours.

Mr. Allen: It is very necessary.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (Honorary

'Minister) -. It may be so. Seeing it is
for their convenience, the shipowtiers
should be responsible for the cargo
landed. In 1904 this question first came
uip for consideration. The Harbour
Trust Commissioners at that time framed
a regulation throwing all the responsi-
bility in regard to cargo landed after
ordinary working hours on the ship-
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-ownher. They stated they would not be
liable for any damage done to any cargo
landed after the ordinary working hours.
That went on very satisfactorily. 'No
eo.nplaints were made, either by the
shipowners or the merchants until about
12 months ago. Then it was found that
one merchant had been refused compen-
sation in regard to damage caused to
goods being landed after those hours.
That caused a great deal of discussion,
and the Chambers of Commerce of Perth
and Fremantle and the Chamber of
Mines of Kalgoorlie -went into the ques-
tion very thoroughly. They pointed out
lo the Harbour Trust the unfairness, as
far as they were concerned, that goods
should be landed in a damaged condi-
tion at the port, and that no compensa-
tion could be claimed by those who re-
ceived the goods. Seeing that wa s so, the
Harbour Trust thought it wvas necessary
.that they should increase the charges
to provide for any liability which they
might take on for the safe custody of
the goods. At that time the merchants
,ohjected. They pointed out that these
ships were not so worked for their ad-
vantage or because they desired them to
be worked. It was done entirely for
the benefit of the shipowners, and tinder
such conditions, they) thought it was the
shipowner who should he held respon-
sible for any additional charge which was
made. After several conferences and
meetings had been held, the Harbour
Trust was notified by the committee ap-
pointed to go into this question, that is,
a committee representing the Chambers
of Commerce af Perth and Fremantle
and the Kalgoorlie Chamber of M1ines, of
the following resolution-

The committee heing satis;fied that
the acceptance by the Fremantle Har-
bour Trust of full responsibility for
cargo passing through their hands is
imperative in the interests of all con-
cerned, are of the opinion, in view
of the letter of the 28th 'March,
1911-

That letter dealt principally with this
question in regard to the regulation al-
ready made by the Harbour Trutst re-
lieving them from all responsibility in

reg-ard to the d1amage caiied to goods
landed after ordinary working hours.

received from the H4arbour Trust, that,
if in order to cover the extra risks in-
volved in discharging of cargo out of
the ordinary working hours of the
port, an additional rate has to be
charged, sueh rate should be a tonnage
rate on all cargo so discharged. and
should be levied against the ship. which
derives the benefit of the increased
facilities for despatch.

Memhers must realise that it is almost
an impossibility to pay that same at-
tent ion and to serutinise the packages
landed tinder artificial light as when the
work is carried out during the ordinary
hours of labour. ft is only natural,
therefore, that the Harbour Trust
would not take on any increased
liability in regard to damaged goods
or packages lauded uinder artificial light
wit hoot an extra charge. The Harbour
Trust, therefore, seek uinder this clause
the power of being able to charge
an additional rate so that they %rill
be able to meet any liability which
might be incurred in the case of goods
damaged while being discharged during
the hours referred to. The commissioners-
do not intend to he arbitrary in this
matter. They provide also that the ship-
owners, if th~ey so desire, can enter into
an agreement whereby they can give a
written indemnity to the Harbour Trust
relieving the trust of any responsibility
for any cargo landed in a damnaged con-
dition. It wrill be unnecessary, if they
enter into this indemnity, to put on any
extra charge, but when we realise that
ships come in from all parts of the world
it is necessary that the regulation should
he made for the purpose of dealing with
oversea, as well as Inter-State ships. It
is. therefore, neee-;sary to add an ad-
ditional charge if the Harebour Trust take
ou the liability on behalf of the mer-
chants. T think for the protection of the
Harbour Trust Commissioners, and shall
I say. for the protection of the revenue
of the State. the Trust should have the
powers they now ask for to make regula-
tions empowering them to provide for
any liability which may be in curred ow-
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ing to ships for their own benefit unload-
ing cargo after the ordinary hours of

labour.
Hon. Frank Wilson :Who takces the

liability 110wq

Hon. WV. C. ANO WIN (Honorary Mlin-
ister) :I think the merchants at the
present time. There has been. since 1904
a regiilation of the Harbour Trust re-
lieving them fronm all responsibility' for
ant, damage dlone to any goods landed
after the ordinary wvorkin g hours, and
that has worked satisfactorily. There
-was no conmplaint. either front ship-
owners or mierchats utili 12 mnouths. ago.
when a merchant was refused paymuent
for damage caused to goods which had
been landed. It is from that timne that
the discussion dates, and a request was
nid that the Harbour Trust 'should
take on thie liability' in regard to dam-
aged goods. Seeing that is so, this Bill
has been incrocluced for the express pur-
pose of allowing the Harbour Trust to
make provision for any-% liability they
may carry in this direction. Though it
may he necessary to put a small. increase
on the charge for cargo landed at the
port. I would point out that in New Zea-
land sontic of the ports are relieved fromn
liability' after ordinary working hours,
althouigh they% charge one shilling a ton
additional po rt dues on any' cargo landed
after the ordinary hours of labour.

.Hon. Frank Wilson :Do they take
the liability thenq

Ronl. W. C. ANOWIN (Honorary 'Min-
ister) :They, take noe liability what-
ever. They charge one shilling a ton ex-
tra on cargo worked after the ordinary
working hours, Therefore. I do not think
the shipowners can claim, as far as the
port of Fremantle is concerned, that any
hardship will be imposed by making them
liable for damage which may ensue and
which cannot be properly supervised ow-
ing to working after ordinary working
hours. The other clauses are putrely of
a formal nature. Provision is made
whbereby the Commissioners shall be em-
powered to enter into a bond with the
Customs Department, the same as any
trifling person. has to comply with, and
whichl I think has been demanded on be-

half of the Federal authorities, and there
is an amendment to enable special con-
stables appointed by the Harbour Trust,
not only to act as special constables with-
in the confines of the Fremiantle harbour,
but to extend their researches in. any p)art
of the State. If cargo is found to be
missing. they may extend their opera-
tions outside thie area that the Fremnantle
Harbour Trust control. I do not know
that I call say any more. The Bill is a
very small one though it embodies very
important clauses, which for some con-
siderable tinme have caused a good deal
of discussion iii connection with the ner-
cantile and shipping community, but at
the same time there are clauses which
will be beneficial for the srafeguarding
of the port of Fremniatle. beneficial for
the safety of the muerchiants of Western
Australia, andf at thle same time, will he
a safefguard to the shipping community
and the revenue of the State. I move-

Thai Mhe Bill be nowr read a second
time.

On motion hr Ron. Frank Wilson, de-
bate adjourned.

BILL- INTERSTATE DESTITUTE
PERSONS RELIEF.

Second Reading.

-Debate resumed from the 5th Septera-
her.

lion. FRANK WILSONX (Sussex):
have very little to say with regard to this
mneasure for the relief of. persons whose
relatives liable to stiplort thein are in
other parts of the Commonwealth. ft is
a Bill which I understand has passed
another pl-)ace, and having read it through
carefully, I am entirely in accord with its
provisions. For some time we have re-
qunired legislation of this description to
enable us to see that those responsble
outside the State for destitute personms
sRhould he made to pay for their support.
I think the House would be justified in
lpassinz the measure as it has been sent
down to us. Al the present time we are
losing something like £C1,000 per annuml
by reason of having to support the wires
and children of those who bare been de-
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sorted. That is a very large Saum and
there is no reason why we should not be
able to recover the amount from those
who are responsible, and who may be in
the other States of the Commonwealth.
The matter. if I remember rightly, was
considered on more than one occasion at
Premiers' conferences, and I understand
that similar legislation has been passed
in the Eastern States. I do not propose
to take uip the time of the House. The
Bill has my supplort. and 1 hope it ;vill
pass and become law.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In1 Committee.

Mr. Holman in the Chair, the Attorney
General in charge of the Bill.

('lauses 1 to 6-agreed to.
Clause 7-Sumnis for relief against

defaulter in another State;

Hon. FRA.NK. WILSON: Was it
understood that action could only be
taken against individuals who came under
our existing laws for the support of
destitute persons?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Quite
so. The object of the measure was only
to carry our laws into effect in the other
States. It was really a means of pro-
cess. serving a siummons and getting the
results of the judgments obtained else-
where.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 8 to 2S9-agreed to.
Schedule, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment, and

the report adopted.

BILL-B OIWA CATHOLIC CHURCH
PROPERTY AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

T. Walker) in moving the second read-
ing said: Ver 'y little will be necessary
for me to commend this measure
to the favourable consideration of the
House. It is one of that class of
Bills we have frequently had to consider
relating to the property p~ossessed by a
churehi in the hands% of the corporate re-

presentatives holding that property in
trust. The Act which it amends was as-
sented to on the lath February, 1011, and
p)rovided-

All proIpertyv now or- hereafter be-
longing to the diocese of the Roman
Catholic church known as the diocese
of Perth, or vested in any person as
Irustee onl account of the said church
in the said diocese (inchuding all lands
mentioned in or affected by Act No. 4
of 1S.3S, or- the Roman Catholic Church
Lands Act., 1;95, excepting such lands
as have hbeen lawfully alienated, or as
are vested in the Bishop of any other
diocese (under the Roman Catholic
binds Amendment Act, 1902), shall by
virtue hereof (hut subject to the last
mentioned Act) vest absolutely in the
Roman Catholic Bishop for the time
being of the said diocese and his suc-
cessors in office subject to all trusts
and dispositions respectively affecting
the Salle.

Byv that mneasure therefore the Roman
Catholic Bishop of Perth had vested in
him tile property, with certain excep-
tions, of the Roman Catholic church of
this Stale. Piut it was not then indi-
cated that the Bishop for any reason
whatever, inight leave Perth or Western
Australia, and no provision was made
for the administration of the property
during his absence. This Bill imply
provides that if, for any reason His
Lordship should have to leave this State,
the management of the property might
be carried onl by his attorneys. The Hill
in that respect Speaks for itself. It gives
power to the Roman Catholic Bishop of
Perth to appoint an administrator to
act until the appointment of a Successor;
that is provided for in the third clause.
.It is sequential to the principal Act. a
complement to that Act, and provides
for~auv possible accident that may occur
in the administration of the diocese. I
do not know that I need say anvtbing
further on the matter. I have mutch
pleasure in mnovng-

That the Bill be note read a second
time.
Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex) : We

shall he doing right in giving this power

1695



1696 ASSEMBLY.]

to His Lordship the Roman Catholic
Bishop of Perth. It is about two years
since Bishop Chine was consecrated, and
at that time we all k-now the terrible
mtuddle the property and affairs of the
Roman Catholic church in W~estern Aus-
Indlia were in, and indeed, had it not been
for the passage of the principal Act re-
ferred to by the Attorney General, there
would hlare been no end of trouble and
litigation, and indeed it would have been
almost impossible for anyone to have ad-
ministered the affairs of the church. Shine-
ing through this measure. one can see
at once that it is an ordinary and neees-
sary authority, the authority a private
individual has of leaving someone a
piower of attorney to tarry on in his
absence. Clause 2 sets out that this power
may be exercised by the Bishop. The
next clause also I am in accord with. Hav-
ing vested all the property in the present
Bishop, 1 think it is undersirable, that in
the case of his demise the church should
be landed in difficulties, as it was twvo
years ago at the time of his accession.
It seems to mne very desirable that we
should empower His Lordship to appoint
someone who in the case of his death may
carry on his duties and exercise neces-
sary legal control over the affairs and
propert ' of the church until his successor
is duly appointed and consecrated. I
think we eon safely pass the measure.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed throug-h Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL - FREMANTLE RESERVES
SURRENDER.

.Second Reading.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (Honorary

Minister), in moving the second reading,
said: This is a Bill for the purpose of
enabling the Fremantle Municipal Coun-
cil to surrender a small area of land
within the boundaries of that munici-
pality to His Majesty. In accordance
with the Act of last session it is intended

that workers' homes shall be erected in
various parts of the State. Within the
municipality of Fremnantle there is very
little ]lnd but whtat has been alienated
from the Crowvn.

Haon. Thank Wilson : Are these parik
lands ?

Hon. WV. C. ANOWIN (htonoraryv
Minister) : No. these are two Iowa lots
which are lying- vacant. and wich will
be barren until t hey are put under culiti-
vation or are used for the purpose of
workers' homes. The Bill refers to a small
area situated at South Fremantle, very
near what is known as While Coni Valley,
and the council and the people of Fre-
mantle are anxious that this land should
be used for the purplose of wvorkers'
homes. The site is eminently suitable,
and so far as the Fremantle council are
concerned they' have shown their anxiety
to assist people to get homes erected by
offering to the Government this small
area to be dedicated for that purpose.

Mr. George: What is the area?
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary

Minister) : It comprises only two town
lots.

Mr. George: Abotut half an acre each ?

Hon. IT. C. ANOWIN (Honorary
Minister) : It is more than that, a'nd is
situated a little south of the reservoir.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What purpose was
the land reserved for?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : If I mistake not, these two
lots were reserved as endowment blocks,
and when the council offered them to the
Government to be utilised for workers'
homes it was found that they could not
be used unless a special Act of Parlia-
ment was passed for the purpose.

Hont. Frank Wilson Are you going
to pay them for the land'

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (Honorary
Minister) : No, the council have volun-
tAril v offered the land, and if wvorkers'
homes are erected on it, rates will be
collected from the area which is now lying
useless; that no doubt will be beneficial
to the town of Fremantle. The land is
offered without cost to the Government,
and will not only' assist the workers'
homes scheme but will bring additional
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revenue in connection with leasehold
rights when the homes are erected.

Mr. George: Is it a suitable site?
Ron. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary

Minister): Very suitable; it is close to
the tramway and only about 15 or 20
minutes from the Fremantle town hill.
Outside of park lands, this is considered
to be the most suitable area in the mui-
cipality that can be offered for this pur-
pose, and I feel confident members will
have ''o objection to the Bill, which is
merely hanlding over from the local au-
thority to the Government the rights of
these twvo allotments. I have much plea-
Surie in moving-

That the Bill be ntow red a seeooiel
time.
Ron. FRANK WILSON (Sussex) : Onl

the assurance of the honorary Minister
that these lands are nlot in, an 'y senise to
be considered ats parkt lanlds, I do not
propose to raise any, objection to their
surrender to the Government for the pur-
pose stated in the Bill. It seems reason-
able that the municipality should endea-
rvour to assist the Government to establish
workers' homes under the Act now in
-existence, Of course, I would strongly
object to any interference with pa rk
lands, and T suppose the Minister would
also. We cannot he too careful in p~re-
serving the rights of the people to their
recreation grounds and park, lands. I
presume that the Government have al-
ready got the consent of the Fremantle
Municipal Council, as representing the
ratepav- et,. to the surrender of these two
lots, and if that is so there can be no
objection to the Bill.

The Premier: They have offered them
voluntarily.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: This trans-
fer will be to the advantage of the town
and in furtherance of the Government's
policy of erecting workers' homes, which
was to some extent the policy of the late
Government also.

Mr. CARPENTER (Fremantle): I
amn glad that the Fremantle Council have
shown a public spirit in voluntarily offer-
ing this valuable piece of land for the
purpose of erecting wvorkers' homes. When
the Minister stated that the present land

'was useless to the council for other pur-
poses, he meant, of course, that the coun-
cii could not use it under the rightis they
have over it for at purpose of this kind,
and as that is so they have taken the right
course in offering the area to the Govern-
ment. I would not like it to be under-
stood from the Mfinister's remarks that
the land is useless; it is in the best resi-
dential part of Fremantle, and if pri-
vately owned it would be sol at a very
high price. It is in the very best part
of that salubrious town and the only re-
gret I have is that it is just outside the
Fremantle electoral boundary. I am not
sure whether it will add a wvorking pOpa-
lation to East Fremantle or to South
Fremantle.

Hon. WV. C. Angwvin (Honorary Mini-
ster) : East Frenmantle.

Mr. CARPENTER: 'Most good things
go to East Fremantle and tiswlad
a new community to that district. I
would like to take this opportunity- of say-
ing that there is aconsiderable feeling
abroad that the Government are not push-
ing on wvith the workers' homes scheme
as rapidly as they might.

MAr. George: They have been looking
after the meat.

Mr. CARPENTER: I know the Gov-
ernment have their hands full, and that
some portion of the Act is in operation,
but the building of homes has not been
commenced by the Government, and there
is a good dleal of dissatisfaction onl that
account. I would be very ghla if the
Premier wvonld take this opportunity of
explaining to the House why there has
not beeni something more done in the
erection of wvorkers' homes. I amt aware
that a statement has been made outside
this House that owving to the high price
of building material, the Government will
not undertake the erection of workers'
homes until they get their owvn State brick
works and State sawv mills to supply the
material. If that is the only reason the
Premier would allay a lot of impatience
if he would state publicly how it is that
more action has not been taken to put
uip homes onl land already' available. Rents
are high in every part of the State. not
only onl the coast. but inland also.
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The Premier: And they will keep) high
as long as the cost of material is hiig.-i

Mr. CARPENTER: If the Premier
would state the reasons that prevent the
Government fromt taking greater action
than they are taking in the erection of
homes it would satisfy a good many peo-
tile wvlo are at present wondering what
the Government are doing with reference
lo the Bill that was passed last year. Uip
to date nothing or little has been done in

he matter of erecting homes. I th[ink
the Fremantle council have acted gener-
ously, and I hope thle Government will
back uip that generosity by putting uip
homes.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan) : I
,to not admit that nothing has been done
in connection with the Workers' Homes
AXct. The hon. member has displayed his
keik of knowledge of what has tran~s-
pired in the State in saying that little or
niothing has been done in this connection.
lie will remember that the Act w-as only
assented to iti January of this year and
thle board was appointed in February. It
has met reglilark. I suppose. liwo or three
times at week, and got out regulations
and called for applications. It has ap-
pointed valuators, and upl to date 1 have
approved of about £14,000 or £15,000 inl
the way, of advances towards the erection
of homes% in different parts of the State.
The hon. imember asked me to explain
why we are not building homes ourselves.
We call only build when we provide thle
land, and we have not that land Yet. Of
course we could 'erY easily- plah i t h
hands of land agents by buying isolated
blocks in one place and another that are
offered to uts from time to time. T am
kept busy in passing over suggestions
from land agents that wve should secure
l.and in different parts of the suburbs, but
a Bill is down for cIonsidera tion next
week, in which we w-ill ask Parliament
to agree to the transfer of land from the
Unjversity Senate in lien of land we hive
provided for them for a uiniversityv site.
When that is dne wve shall take im-
mediate steps to erect homes on Ithil al.
which is ideally situated in the mi-tro-
politan area. WVe have already cut uip
land in the Fremantle area and are task-

in- it available for these homes. A mein-
her of the board stated the other day
that lie had been in the public service
practically all his life and he had no
knowledge of any board that had accomu-
plished sot much in so short a space of
time as the Workers' Homnes Board. It
certainly shows that the members of the
hoard have applied themselves to their
task. I. have weekly reports submitted
to me showing that they are kept very
busy, It must be remembered that the
great bulk of the people desirous of get-
ting homes haive not the wherewithal to
provide themselves with blocks of land
and why we hear- complaint is that
the great majority are desirous of getting
homes on land provided by the Glovern-
mient auti it takes a little time before that
canl be put into operation. -Moreover,
what I have said onutside the House, I
wish to repeat here. We could easily
make a mistake and rush into this busi-
ness of erecting homes without first of all
considering what is likely to happea.
Rents will remain high as long as there
is a scarcity of houses, and houses will re-
main scarce as long as the cost of build-
ing is so highI. It is almost impossible
to get a four-roomed house built for £450,
nod quite a number of applications have
been wvith drawn onl that score.

Mr. George : What is the reason for
it.

The PRFAIJIH : The high cost of
building material vaused by a combine
.such as we heard of in South Australia
a fewv years ago in reference to wvheat.
These are matters that in time, when the
0overnuient canl give attention to them,
they will be able to adjust, not only to the
.a tisfaction of those wvho "'ant to build
workers' homes, but also to the satisfac-
tion of those w"ho wvant to build generally.
If it costs £C550 to build a home low and
in twelve rnanths time it can be built for
£C450, as I expect wvhen wve are able to re-
diice the cost of material will be the case,
those who build to-day wvill be very dis-
satisfied with their lot twelve ionths
later. When I do this it ug I want it to
be dime so that it will be popular, anid
madie full use oif. I don 'lot want to do
anything in the early stages that will
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make it unpopular and make it a dead-
letter and give the opponents of the
workers' homes scheme opportunity to
urge that the Act should be repealed. I
am not ashamed of the work already per-
formed under the Act. While other Acts
passed by previous Parliaments and by
this Parliament hanve been enacted and
nothing- has been done, there has been a
great deal d]one under this Act. I shall
have the opportunity of saying something
further in connection with the operations
of the hoard when the Estimates are
under consideration, and I am satisfied
members will appreciate the fact that the
board is doing- good work.

Hon. AN. C, ANG-'WIN (Honorary Min-
ister) in reply : Hon. members may have
misunderstood me when I said that on
many occasions land has been granted
to local authorities for certain purposes
and afterwvards found to be of no use
to them and in certain instances was re-
transferred to the Crown. The land dealt
with by this Bill is vacant and is not
used. The Fremantle council caii do no-
thing with it.

Hon. Frank Wilson : If it is an en-
dowment they can do something with it;
they can lease it.

Hon. W. C. A.NOWIN (Honorary Min-
iuter) : I do not think they can do it
at present, because there is a large area
of land adjoining held by a denomination.
It is close to this land and has been open
for leasehold for a considerable time.
Some has been taken up and some not.

Hon. Frank Wilson : They do not
like leaseholds.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (Honorary Mini-
ister) : 'When I said the land was use-.
less I meant it -was useless to the Fre-
mantle council for the purpose for which
it was granted. They offered it for the
pum'ose of erecting workers' homes, and
it was found immediately afterwards that
it was impossible for them to do so unless
there was a special act of Parliament
empower-ing it-

Qr-stiou put and passed-

Bill read a second time.

n Committee.
31r. H-olman in the Chair; Ron. W.

C. Angwvin (Hfonorary Minister) in
charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.
Clause 2-Power to surrender certain

reserves:

Mr. GEORGE : The little discussion
so far on the Bill emphasised the fact
the Opposition preached throughout the
country that the people of Western Aus-
tralia wished to own their own pieces
of ground. The Honorary Minister bad
told us that the owners of -the ground
adjoining the land surrendered by this
Bill could not do anything with it on
leasehold terms, If he lived at Fremantle
lie would want to know from the Fre-
mantle council why they were so eager to
Surrender this land.

Mr. LANDER : It was time some use
was made of municipal endowment land.
The Government should bring in a Bill
to deal 'with the Perth endowment land.

Rion. W, C. ANOWIN : There was a
considerable difference between taking
up leasehold land from private holders
and taking workers' homes from the Gov-
erment. In the one case the lease-
holder wvould he required to furnish the
money to erect his home;, in the other
case the money would be re-paid over
a long period for a home which the lease-
holder would know he could occupy at
once. The Fremantle council were pleased
at the opportunity of getting this settle-
ment of good citizens under the workers'
homes scheme.

Mr. GEORGE : The Minister bad
simply emphasised the point he (Mr.
George) had raised, and that was that it
was better for the person to have a full
claim than a partial claim, and the people
of the State preferred to have freehold
than the best leasehold that the Govern-
ment could give them,

Clause put and passed.
Title-agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment, and
the Trort adopted.
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BILL-EDUCATION ACT AMEND-
MIENT.

Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GEINERAL (Bois.
T. Walker) in moving the second reading
said: This is a very brief measure, and it
is intended only to effect one lpurpose,
and if it effects that purpose it will effect
thle end it aims at. The Act of 1871 gand
the Amendment Act of 1S93 provided for
the election of district boards to generally
look after school management in districts,
And provided also for their appointment
by tie Governor in certaini cases, but the
Acts made 310 provision for getting rid
of them if they absolutely failed to attend
to their duties, or if they exhibited any
characteristics which were inimical to the
success of the school. Once they were
elected they were elected for a period,
and there was no provision for creating
a vacancy for non-attendance, or for Any
refractory conduct they might be guilty
Of.

Hon. Frank Wilson: There has never
been any trouble.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
is constantly trouble occurring. Some-
times members of the school hoards can
.Make it absolutely impossible for the rest
of the board to work with them. Some-
times they are guilty of conduct not only
reprehensible from a moral sense, but
from other points of view; yet -we are
unable to interfere with them. If any
one member of these boards chooses to be
obstructive and shows animus to any par-
ticular teacher, and makes it impossiblo
for that teacher to stay in the district, he
can defy the Education Department, and
the department can do nothing with him.

Mr. George: Who is to be the judge?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
Education Department and the -Minister,
anid on the recommendation of the M3in-
ister, after investigation, thle Governor-in-
Council. By this course the obnoxious
person or negligent person can be re-
moved from his position on the board. I
know of no instance where we have
created positions of this kind without
making prevision for getting rid of those
who either would not attend to their duties

or who attended to their duties in such %
way as to mnake themselves a general
nuisance. This little measure provides for
wvhat I have stated And no more. It is a
necessity, or it would not be introduced.
Withont further words, I move--

Thet the Bill be now read a second
lime.

Hon. FRANK WILSON (Sussex)
The Attorney General points out that
there is not much in the Bill, but I should
like to -have heard from him something
about the special cases which tensed him
to discover the necessity for the measure.
I have had the honour of presiding over
the Education Department for three
years, and I do not remember any in-
stance of having received a complaint that
we were uinable to get rid of a member
of one of these boards,. My trO~ible always
was that we could not get the people to
take a seat on the boards, and it was a
very difficult matter, especially in the
sparsely populated centres, to get people
lo take a sufficient interest in the affairs
of the Education Department to go on
the hoards of management. It is ruttier
strange that we have had this defect in
our legislation for so many years, and
yet, so far as I know, there has never
been a complaint made.

Mr. Lander: It is really necessary in
every Bill.

Hon. FRANK WILSON : Yes, but
what has brought it up now. Of coursae

the Govern or-in-Council should have the
right to dispense with the services; of any
man or woman who might be a member
of a board. I would like to know what is
the special trouble that has arisen, and
what has necessitated the introduction of
the Bill.

Mr. LANTDER (East Perth) : I really
think it is necessary to have a clause like
this in every Act of Parliament. The
Minister in charge of the Department

should have power to remove an objec-
tionable person from a board. It gives
me much pleasure to support the Bill,.
and although it is very short it has plenty'
of ammunition in it.

Mr. DW-YER (Perth) : As, one who
was in the Education Department for
many years, and who knows something

N00
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of the administrative work of that de-
partment, I think the Bill is necessary.
A few years ago, the education boards
were elective, and at that time they
had somewhat greater powers than are
vcqted in them at the present time. Now,
however, their powers are small, and the
administration-rightly too-has been so
centralised that these boards are re-
quired merely for outlying districts.
Trouble may occur in connection with
these boards in this wvay: a member may
be appointed for a certain fixed term,
and he may prove during the existence
of that term, that he is unsuitable, or
it may be proved that even the whole
board are unsuitable. I have a clear
recollection of a district board at Ger-
aldton protesting against the appoint-
ment of a gentleman to the position of
headmaster of the public school at Ger-
aldton, because he belonged to a par-
ticular denomination. In such a case a
power like that provided in the Bill
could well be held in suspense over the
heads of the members of the boards to
prevent them from adopting an interfer-
ing attitude, and making the position of
a teacher difficult and trying. In outly-
ing centres some of the men who are
on these boards may be local lordlings.
and they can easily make the position of
a teacher very difficult. Therefore, the
Government or the department should
have the power to exercise over those
boards-which are beings of their own
creation --some sort of control, so that
the interests of the teachers of schools
might he protected, and that unsuitable
persons who might hold seats on the
boards, might be removed.

. Mr. GEORGE (Murray-Welington):
I think that the Government should have
power to deal with any member of a
district board of education. It is quite
easy to understand that a case such as
that which has been quoted by' the mem-
ber for Perth, might arise, and the de-
partment should be in the position to
deal. with it. The leader of the Oppo-
sition asked what was at the back of the
Bill, and the Attorney General should
give some information to the House on
the matter.

Eel]

The ATTOR.NEY GENERAL (in
reply) : I do not wish the Bill to go
without a reply to the questions asked
by lion, members on the other side, al-
though I am not going to answer ques-
tions as directly as they have been asked.
For instance, I have been asked for
specific instances, with the names, which
warrant mue in bringing in a measure of
this kind. I think it is sufficient to say
there are instances.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Give uts an illus-
tration without the names.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I can
give you an illustration of one member
of a school board who directly insulted,
and I was going to say, assaulted, a
teacher. He was called upon to apolo-
gise, and called upon to resign.

Hon. Frank Wilson: He was in the
wrong-there was an inquiry ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
was a long inquiry. Evidence was taken,
and full opportunity given for both sides
to furnish every tittle of evidence at
their disposal. The evidence was fairly
voluminous, but when all was said and
done the member of the district board
remained. We can do nothing.

Mr. George: He would not take a
hint.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: He
would take nothing short of a gun-shot.
There are members in the House at this
moment who can testify that the Edti-
cation Department has had considerable
trouble with some members of school
boards. There have been other instances
in which, without apparent rhyme or
reason, some member of a board haes
taken a violent dislike to the teacher,
and, to use a colloquialism, has made it
hot for the teacher, and has spread dis-
content amongst all the parents of the
children with whom the teacher has had
to deal, and has attempted without jus-
tifiable cause to have the teacher re-
moved. This has been a mere personal
matter, one of those unaccountable dis-
likes that sometimes arise in the hearts
of people against others.

Mr. Lander: This, not 10 miles from
Perth.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If T
desired to identify individuals I could
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mention a suburb of our own metropolis
in which a member of a school board
has persistently persecuted the teacher,
and has done everything a mortal could,
short of absolute perjury, to get that
teacher removed. Yet the rest of the
board are able to testify to that teachers
good qualities. The Education Depart-
mient knows the character of the teacher
and tbe whole facts of the case, yet we
are helpless to protect that teacher from
that continuous and persistent persecu-
tion. Because, although it is quite true
the powers of members of district boards
have been whittled away, yet an active
member of a board can do great harm as
well as great good, and it is absolutely
necessary to have the power to prevent
a member of the board doing the harm
which sometimes a malicious nature
might prompt him to do. There are more
of these instances than one, and it is
for this reason that the Bill has been
brought in. It is a power that, of course,
should be exercised with every care, and
I am sure that whoever may occupy the
position of Minister for Education, he
would never exercise a power of this
kind without the fullest preliminary in-
quiry and conviction upon the facts that
the course he is going to take is the cor-
rect one.

Question put and passed.

BiUl rend a second time.

In committee.
Bill passed through Committee with-

out debate, reported without amend-
ment; and the report adopted.

House adjourned at 9.22 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at
4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

WiCKEPiN-MkERREDIN RAILWAY
SELECT COMMITTEE.

Report presented.

Hon. H. P. COLEBATCH brought up
the report of the committee appointed to
inquire into the Wickepin-Merredin rail-
way deviation, toget bek with the dissent
on certain points by one member of the
committee.

Ordered, that the report be printed.

BILL - FWANTLE -KALGOORLIE
(MrRRYDIN-COOLGARDIE SEC-
TION) RAILWAY.

In Committee.

Resumed from 12th September; Hon.
W. Riugnenill in the Chair, the Colonial
Secretary in charge of the Bill.

[A new clause had been moved by the
Ron. M. L. Moss as follows: "This Act
shall come into operation on a date to be
fxed by proclamation, provide'd that such
proclamation shall not he made or pub-
lished until the Government of the State
has made arrangements with the Govern-
ment of the Commonwealth to allow
entry into Australia of all the plant and
materiaI necessary for the construction
of the line free from the payment of all
duties of 'customs."]

Ron. M. La. MOSS: It had been under-
stood when progress was reported that
the Colonial Secretary would obtain the

1702


